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APPENDIX 2 (Social Distancing and Protective Measures) to ANNEX C (Planning) 
1. Social distancing strategies are non-medical measures intended to reduce the spread of disease from person-to-person by discouraging or preventing people from coming in close contact with each other. Currently available information suggests that early and aggressive use of social distancing measures may provide the greatest benefit toward 

slowing the spread of an influenza pandemic. Specific social distancing strategies could include: closing public and private schools; minimizing social interactions at colleges, universities, houses of worship and libraries; closing non-essential government functions; implementing emergency staffing plans for the public and private sector including 

increasing telecommuting, flex scheduling and other options; and closing public gathering places including stadiums, theaters, community centers and other facilities. 

a. The effectiveness of social distancing strategies is not known with certainty, nor is the degree of public compliance with measures that is necessary for success. 

b. Implementation of social distancing strategies in Westmoreland County may create social disruption and significant, long-term economic impacts. It is unknown how the public will respond to these measures. 

c. It is assumed that social distancing strategies must be applied on a countywide or statewide basis in order to maximize effectiveness. 

2. The local office of the Pennsylvania Department of Health (PADOH) will review social distancing strategies and current epidemiological data during each phase of the pandemic and coordinate with the Westmoreland County Commissioners, the Westmoreland County Department of Public Safety and locally elected officials regarding social distancing actions that should be implemented to limit the spread of the disease. 

3. Decisions regarding the implementation of social distancing measures including suspending large public gatherings and closing stadiums, theaters, houses of worship, community centers, and other facilities where large numbers of people gather will be made jointly and concurrently by PADOH and the Westmoreland County Commissioners and coordinated with all executive heads of cities, boroughs and townships in Westmoreland County. 

4. Decisions regarding the closing of all public and private schools, licensed child care centers, and minimizing social interaction at colleges, universities and libraries in Westmoreland County should be made by the PADOH after consultation the Pennsylvania Department of Education,  local school superintendents, child care center operators, school presidents and elected officials. 

5. The timing and implementation of social distancing decisions in Westmoreland County should be coordinated in advance with the Region 13 Task Force, PADOH, and the Pennsylvania Emergency Management Agency. 

6. Possible Social Distancing Protective Measures  are listed on Tab 1 to this Annex. 

TAB 1  - Protective Measures
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